Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500130002-8

INTERNATIONAL COMMONISN IN VENE

DeCUMENT g

RO CHANSE 18 oo pgs

[ BECLASSIFIzy
g;ii& tHauesn vq,
XT REVIEW pa
BSTHy 10 FATE

RaTE; /)

BEVIEVER, 061183

TSFSQ«&O//

M::‘::i

*

Barch 1953

Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500130002-8



Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500130002-8

INTESBATIONAL COMMNISH IN VENEZUZLA

I the contiming struggie botween the Freg World and the
Soviet Bloc, between demsccracy and Comsaniss, 1t mould be i
dangevonus srror for ayy sartiounlar country te feel lmpune lrom
the threat of subversion becsuse its ocwn Copmmmlst Porly 185 &
small one. Complacency snd ewere-confidence are prélpdes to
disaster, particulariy the belisf{ that the dengar possd by a
Comemaniint Farty depends on its alze.

8t danger in any pévticular country san %e
what can Le seen {the local Communist

1 part of the whols (the internetiona)

st m Je And g8 in the case of san lieberg, the dane
gw&m&m%sﬁmhﬁ‘mwmmaﬁmwmaufmm
fact that 1t 18 astached to & vest hidden mass,

‘This Commminat Jceberg and 168 attexdant dangers have often
been daseribed but oever betitar than by Almirante Don Carlos
Parma Botto 1o sddmeesing s heslscheric conlerence in Rio de
Janeliro en 22 August 1955:

"ees@l Partide Comunista, existents em cads pais, no
28 sino wn Srgane del Partido Comunists Intermacionsal,
destinedo a trabajar, tmica y sxclusivamsnte, en favor del
Imperialismo Sovietico, Es un cfnoer, es un foso infeccioss
e snvensna 2]l erganlsic de eada mxé@, g}mimm dontroe
de Gsta wn grupo de itraldores prontos & solapa s & mwm,
a srear odic y mm & mm, a

| losblions ¥ mtﬁmﬁ.ﬁﬁ,
3 3 3 58 ,:—sa.lk%i' & iﬁmh&? W W 2‘@%
medios om pro éal mmm Sowietico.”

The problen of complacency, the fallure to undsystand that
Commniegt Partisz everywhere ave closely subordinsted %o Kremlin
ww and dictates, is critical todsy in Venszusls, Thers,

T T yﬁm af 1llegality, the Peaptidc Comunists Venezolano
'} ree-smerged sz one of the country's socepted %@nﬁﬁv&l
% fazigg:lsm the downfall of the Perez Jimenez reg

sdvantage aaf a w m#gaatamnﬁr '
um on the Junta F&ﬁﬂéﬁ}iﬁ;ﬁ {the wundergrow
tion which lad the fight szainst Perex ¥

i
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hard to foster the 1llusion that it is as patriotic and nation-
alistic ass other Venesuelsn parties,

The danger comes {rom the fact that some Vemeruelans appear
to have secepted the strange ides that Venezuslan Compmnistes are
sosehow different from other Communistz, and that there 18 no
reagon 0 consider the PCV as sublversive or forelga-dominated,
The PCV, ita leaders are clalsing, 15 now and siways hss been
& party with completely demestlc origins, without strings to
any foreign organization or country. Any asssrtions to the
contrary, the POV cisims, are simply lles spread by ite politie
cal epponents and rivals.

The {act is, of courss, that nothing could be further Ifrom
the trath. The POV, like all Communist Parties, axcept that
of Yugoalavia, 1is 2 completely subservient tool of Moscow,
lle the controlled puppet it ls, the PCV rollows today, &s 1t
has in the past, every tuist and turn of the Kremlin line., I%
dendunces and praises whatever Hoscow dencunces and praises,
and obediently sends lts representatives to intemations] Come
manist meetlings (o recelve the lastest Xremlin orders. Examina-
tion of the record reveals the many evidencez of links between
the FOV and Moscow.

Moscow's direction and contrel of Commmnist agitation and
organlsation in Venexusls bagan even Lefore 2 party had been
eptabiished there. In 1227 2 large number of Comsunist and
lsfvist trade unionlsts were invited to Mossow in conmection
with the Xth Amniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution. One of
thes was Ricardo Nartlinez, an axiled Venezuelan, who was Jdea~
tined o be the principal Moscew agent of Venssuslan Communiss
until 1931, when he finally sreturmed to his own countyy.

During their sojourn in Meoscow, these leaders {Sudosio
Ravines, Armendo Bazan and Jullo Portocarrera of Peru, Victerio
Codovills of Argentina, Astrogilde Perayra sad Xarrick of Brasil,
Gernan List Arsublde of Mexiceo, Julic Antonio Mella of Cgba, and
Martiner), partic¢ipated ${n & meeting, 21so attended by Alexander
Logovsky and Busberi-Droz of the Comintern, at which plans were
g:ﬁeingarﬁim strategy for the spread of Conm 5 in Iatin
: Tléa,

After the Comintewyn's VIth Congress in 1928, its South
Americal Ssurstarlal was moved from Moscosw (o Buencs Alres, The
Secretariat controlled the operations and policies of a1l latin
American Comsunist Parties, and also supervised the sctivities
of il peripheral organizations satablished Ly local Parties,

¥lg
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such as brapchas of the Intermational Red Ald, Cemmunist Youth

International, and Anti-Duperizlist lsagues,

The Sscretariatts first major hemiaspheric activity appesrs
te havs beon the convoltlag of the Pirst Comference of latin
fmerionn Comsunist Parties, held in Buencs Alres on 1-12 June
1923, Im sttemdance were 38 delegates representing ihe Parties
of Argentine {ﬁﬁ&ﬂ?iil&}, Bolivie, Brazil (Qabrinetii), Colombia
{Mahecha}, Cuba, EZowador, 21 Sslvader, Guatemaln {‘5’1 a“&
Mexico {m:), Pmm, Faraguey, Feru {Zaco), Urugus
Venesuels (Msrtinez). Also present wm nymmmum af the
Comintern, the Buencs Alres Bures sky), th: Young Come
munist :{msﬂmﬂmx {ghitor snd FMN and the Cosmsunist
FParty of the Unlted States.

The sxect extent of authority wislded Ly the Iyenss Alres
Burean 18 not kncwn, tut 1t spparently was not somplete. Ture
ing the 1320's snd sarly 1930's, for example, the Commmist
Parties in the Caribbean area are s&id to have recelived all or
port of their instructions through Bew York, and ths U8 lJome
sunist leader Jouseph Zash RKornleder was active in Party affaire
in Colombis and Venezuels during this period.

The Vepssuelsn Commanlst Farty apoesrs o have lLsen [iret
Prganinsd mw in 1931 y students who had perticipated in
the 1928 ral strike against Somer. Another sxile atudent
gm headed by Gusteve Bechado Morsles lofmed at about the
eme M me Revolucionsrio ﬁmzalm, which becans
ﬁm of the Communists' continental "Anti-Imperialist Isagus.”
the early 19530%s Venesuelan Commmunlsts were represented
M; w-&m isternationnl gather! + DUt At wzz pot until the
Viith Comintern Congress in 1935 tézwh Mariines and Bibes (Prm)
attended) that tésa Venezuelon Communist Yarty, previously recog-
nized only as 3 "aympathetic” party, was admitted to full Comine
tern membershiy.

Momborshiy of & political m in an internationsl associne
tiom does net necessarily sean, of ¢ourss, that the pariy has
surrendered 1taell to forelgn direction and control,. The member
partios ol the Soclslist Intermmational, for sxzamgle, remsain
sutively indspendent, and {he ssscociation serves wersly as 2
wmedium for the exchange of idsas,

HBambership In the internationsl Cossmnist movement is
mite & different mattar., Upon Joining the ﬁmiawm the indie
vidusl Comwmpniat Party had formally to accept Comintern {i.e.,
Kremlin) sugremacy in all things, It had to pledge to act end
- wori e directed by Comintern hesdouartars and in accordance
with its «&a&iﬁm and programs, and had to pledge zw:- that
1t would rendsr "every poseibla assistance” to the Sovist Bnion,

4
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.. In other words, the acceptance by the Comintem: In 1935
of the ICY as & full member was NMoscow's way of acknowledging
the F(V's pledge of unreserved loyalty and obtedience to the
Soviet Union and to the Soviet Commmnist Farty. Dimitel
Manaiilsicy, ome-iime heed of the Comintern, in eddresaing the
1928 Moncow meeting of latin American Comwuniets, made this
#oint very cleser when he said:

"Above all our force must be used in defenss of
the Soviet Union, This is the firet duty of the pertiles,
of the individuzl Communists, of our sympathizers, friends,
and followers. The mark of & good Commmunist shall be
precisely this: the ferver with which he defends the
Soviet Union snd 1ts international policy, his BAZCITIERS
to pralss its works, the emphasis with whioch he tsaches
the people that the enly jJust policy is that of the
USSH, and that all other naticns are wajust, provoking
wars, and lsading to world-wlide conflagration....The

- very soul of the Communist party's strategy is the

vigoreus delfense of the Soviet Union; thers can be but
one pollicy, that of Russia, of Stalin. Bo Comsmnist nay
have the right to defend sny other. This must be clear
to jou all; remesber it.” .

Pollowing the dsath of Somez in 1935, Vensswelsn leftists
of all tomplanions wnited to form the Partide Democratico
Kacicnal (PDN). Internal 4issension soon arcse, however, when
pon-Lomsanists led by Romilo Betancourt inslisted that the PDN's
Commiuist members sever all ties with Moscow. The Comsunists’
refusal to do this led to a2 split in 1927, at which time the
Communizts left the PN to form their own Commnist Party. Ale
though vartions splits have ocouwrrad and mumercus factlens
formed within Communist ranks si.m;a» 1338, the present {1959)
Pariido Commista Yenerxolano (PCV) stems dlrectly from this
aove,

Throughout the years the Venesuelan Comminists have faith-
fully follewed every twist and turn of the interanal Commmnist
iine--parhaps the best possible indisator of thelr subservience
te, and diroction by, Mopcow. As with other Ferties, Worid
“ar IX providses the most striking illustration of this, During
the early part of the war, the Venesuelan Comsunists danounced
the sonllict as "imperialist,” snd Commmmist members of the
Venezuslan Students Federation withdrew rether than sign an apti-
fassist mamifeste which the Pederastion fssued. Dut with the Qere
man atiack on the Soviet Union, the Venemuelen Communists Suti-
m;i W éﬁm&r attitude and hecame the most viclent oppo~
: Y4 : ne axig.,

Anvther guide 13 the adulsiism accorded Stalin in his later
years by Commmnists everywhsre. PCY ublications were Filled
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uxt;!: lavish prailse of the Russisn Jictator during his iifetime
> WpGn his death, with lsmentations and expreselions of grisf,

Y&t, with ne spparent esbarrasswent, the PCY with aM fnmr

echoed the demmolation of Stalin m&uaﬁw by EKhrush

speech <3 the 20th CPSU Congress im 19%6,

In 3.33&3 & split oceurred within the PFCY otween & faction
led by Jusn Beutistz Pesmmayer and one mm iy Guatavo mahaﬁ@
and Luls Miquelsna {the Machsmiques) over ths iesue ol
for the Meding govermment. Both factions sent delagations to
nelghboring countries, especlally to Cuba, then the center of
Caribbsan Communist sctivities, to solieit the sppert of the
intemational Communist sovesent; and both grouss alsc bmm@
the neuly arrived Soviet Awbaseador to Caracas. Nosoo:
certifisation of the Pusamayor Jaction ss the approved ssm;' in
mel& weg published in Vicente lonbards “@m s Wn
Populay, and i& the Cubun Comsmmist mthlg
e oM of an "Cpen letter to vmmlaa Communlst Trren
vy U wﬁ iméar Filltam 7, Poster, m:ah wmwi ﬁtﬁ*
port for the Poenm PN,

This spiit was finally hesled at a Unity Conference beld
m ﬁm in November 1345, at which the , > .
dependant Commanlsts m & part of the mxm united to

mmm, m n: Wkﬂzwﬁ f&r *the mtar&m Wk
{%VM% aimw by establishing 2 mnited Communist movement
n VYorezsusls,

The Unity Conference ¢learly nmm once again how de-
pendent o intermational Cemmmmiss the POV i, for the con~
ference was not one of Venesuelans only. ,
werd Commmnists--so-called fraterual @mw o
munist Parties of U3, Spain, Mextico, Cubs, Domintcan aumlm,
mimu, and mm Particularly important were Dionisic

Party, and Eladle Iadislise Qonssler Carvajal Delgade, Bscre~
tary of Relations on the Hational Exgoutive Committes of the
Cuban Copmmnist Party (1.e., ?mz.&a Seclalista Pesmlar), who
played major roles in tringing the éivﬂwts factisns together,
Gontalez, in fect, was pressnt as the ¢ of the Comintern’s
Bure 4ol Caride, which had sant bim to Vemesuels scue wonths
before the conference was hald for the specific #Brpone of
bringing about unity.

¥
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48 early es 1920 the Comintern had sstadlished s South
American Seeretarist in Buemos Alres as its reglional centrol
organims. later, Moseow ordered the sstablishuent of a Bure
del Caribe to ensure a clossr coordination of the activities
of the partiss subordinated to it, to administer Comintern
sffairs and to handle the distribvution of Compmnist PYOpE-
saede in the Caritbean sarea. (It 18 not known whether the
Pare waes a2 bremch of the South American Sscretariat or re-
sponsible directly to NMoscow.) uWith its hesdquarters suce
cessively in Bagota, Carsces and Havana, the Durean was die
rested by Gustave Nachade Morsles and Salvador de 1s Flazs
of Venesausla, Oilvertc Visira of Colambia, Blas Roes of Cubs,
and the genersl secretariss of the ares partiss,

| shen the Comintern was ostensibly 4issolved by the Soviet
Sovernsent in 1983, the Duro del Caridbe ag paare to have become
inactive, although the Seuth imerican Secretarict, now called
the Burc Political 3ud Americanc, contimumed zs an orgsn of
Soviet control. By 1948, however, 2 new organias, the Circulo
del Caribe, had veen created. Having the same leadership as
the defunct Burc del Caribe, the Circulc had respemsibility
far Zovist pelitical, propaganis, social, labor &nd intelli-
gence activitliss throughout the Caribbesn ares and, during

the existence of the Cominforsm, served as & brench of that

The POV had s close link with the Cireuls and Bure Follti~
¢al in the person of Oustavo Machads, who was not onl & manber
of Loth Mt also ome of the principal leaders of the f. His
brother Ay

direct of the Cominform, as he had previcusly served the
Comintemn,

During the years whan Venssuels maintained dijlomstic
relations with certain Bloc eoumtriss, Soviet control of the
PCY was re-enforced by the swervision maintained by the Soviet
Emsbasey. PCY members were frecuent visltors to the Bubassy,
while Bmbassy personnel could often be sesan in the company of
Veneznelan Communists. when the cutleswing of the FCY in 1950
forced the Machado brothers into exile in Mexice, they immedi-
ately established and maintalned dwring the ensulng seven years
I:tmlx ciose contacts with Bloc, espesially Soviet, diglomats

e sontacts in Carmcas between Blov diplomais snd POV
menters wenl far beyond the mere socizl association of persens
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sharing similar polities) ideas, When the Vensruelsn Jovern~
sent finally severed dipilomatic relations with Bloc countries
in the summer of 1955, 1t 4id so because 4t had obtained incone
trovertille proof that the Seviet and Polish Hmbasaies had LHeen
invelved in shipmente of 2contraiand arms recelved Ly Vesezuslan
Commnints from Czechoslovakia. The government Macrther charged
that the Soviet Embassy in Mexice {(where the Machado brothurs
were then in exlle) had bdesn openly giving flinancisl aid to
Venexamlan Communist groupe plotting the mrw & the Cares-
cas gevernsent,

Following the break, FCV leader W{: Barages pablished
18 the clandestine PCV orgen €y -,*es.,&. oS & ,,,. 2eibn an article
in which s lemented that * SVe atione this past
June with the Soviet Unicn and w m@mlww Pm}a*a Repube
lic seversly hindered the clandestine work of the Party.” This
somld only be mtu;;retm a8 o tacit admisslion that the Bloc
esbassies had, in fact, been sscretly aiding the PCY as the
goveroment charged.

But Mosedw is not dependent on reglonal ovganisss op
diplomatic missions to amerciss its control mz' m PCY angd
Gthar Letin imeriosn Communist Farties., Wensver it is deemed
NATLBHBLTY mmﬁ‘ & particular party or of 2 mmsber of part-
ies san be summened to Moscow to recelve orders disectly. In
lste 1953, for mk, 11 leaders [rom ssven latin iseriosn
countriss were ordared to Mosuow to attend the 17th Congress of
the CPEN, There they were instructed to continue ﬁmir mrk Yy
inflliration, propaganda snd Incitation of aiwil «
on & $t1ll brosder scale.

A% this meeting the Soviets established an S-map latin
‘mericar hierarchy which was autherized to muke tactisal de-
clsions, althomugh key directicns were st11) to come from Noscow.
M included were men sho had proven mzr EWW to Moscow

by long yeurs of service: Vicente Lombardo Toledsno (Wexics),
iuis Cerles Prestes (Brazil), Rodolfo ﬁhialsii and Vietorio
Codoviila (Argentina}, Blas Roce (Cuba), Carlos Contveras
Labarce {%&h), Dugentio Oemez {m‘maﬂ and Guatavo Mechade
{Venezusla),

Today, when the PCV is proclaiming itz strictly mational
mrw&em Machado deniss vigorously that he sttended thess
oscow zassions. The truth 1s that Machado was there under the
peagdonyr of Felijpe Bolancs.

™he Zist CPSU cmwm in Jamaary 1953 provided yet spothsr
oppaptunitly for Machado t¢ obtaln inmatructions direstly from
his m@ﬁ‘ mﬁtam.. Daring an interview in 1&%& ﬁamﬁw 1%58
with a correspondent of the “eed Oerman magaxi e Pay Ssieae

7
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mg%s&&s@ mrwaltﬁ that he plaoned to attend the congresd
tha hoagh he would pay his v%m:&, Roscow wz ;m
m &W af his retumm trig, salao stated that the FCV
was being wsed by Hoscow as an experiment in self-sufflcliency
so that m ?E? 2% that moment sas not recsiving any ocutsids
achads made the atatement io suppoert the m*s clais
of mimm from forwign direction, although the statement
1s als0 slearly & tacit admission that Mescow had previously
been assisting the POV financielly.

Barlier in 1358 (May), Jesus Paris and Eduardo
flew to NMoscdw 1O Peport on the now ﬁﬁiitim :1.» ion
Venaruels arising from the custer of Jorsz and o obtain W‘?ﬁ
on the actions the PCV shauld take 0 sedure re-astablishment
of diplomatic and commercizl relations between the USIE and
Venesuale, Mechado returned to Caresas in about & sonth, it
Faris 4id not retwrn watil 10 September, having spent time in
Cgechoslovakia, a wonth's sedical rest in the mﬁ&: ‘Q;iw;,
and 2 month in Chine ag o guest of the Chinsse Compmnil

There have beon many csontscis in the psst between leaders
of the POV and the leaders of other latin American Communist
Parties. HNany of these, as sxamples already cited Indicate,
have besn in commection with Mossow's contrsl of the Intere
national Compunist movesment., Howsver, there have Leéen, and
are today, mnsny #mr somtacts which, il they fail to reveal
ths ful) mx of inter-party relationships, do provide addi-
tional evidence to disprove ihe PLV's wmt claim mz it
has 5 strictly matiomal cherscter.

Daring its years of 1lil ity from Juns 13950 to Jammary
1958, relations were Wml slose with the Hexiean Com-
menist Party {(PCN), sinve the senter of MV exile activity was
in Bexico Cisvy. m latter, it may be noted, was s¢lected as
the place of residence of m of the PCV's top exiled leaders,
including Sustave and Bdusr 1o Machado, whose entranes into
Moxice was sponsored by Vicente lsabardo Toledano and DMago
Rivera, both fervant Commmunists,

In May 1958, for example, the Venezuelan Govermment learnsd
that the 3Soviels were weing the LM to channel mzmﬂm to
eCV axilaes. One PCN leader, J. Encamscion Perez, i imow
to ha.w ﬂmﬁ to Mexico from Moscow with instructions m honw
unde ound Commanist growps In Verezusls were to function,

Shortly thersafter, Oustave Machado jJelinsd with Incing and
m&w&a ﬁf !maa. Boracic Fuentss snd Sonzales Carvajal of
. Zdusrdn Mors Valverde of Costa Rics in crganizing

8
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g2 commitiee to ald Communist pelitical refugses similar to the
Sscorro Rojo Internccional, which had earliss existed in
uatemala and Cuba,

During this same period other primeipal centers of PCV
exile activity were Cuda anid Panams. PCV menbers who viasited
sither Mevana or Pansmg City invariadbly 414 se as gueats of
the local Cemmmunist Parties (Fartido Soclaslists Popmlsr in
Cuba and Partido del Pueblo in Fanama)., In Panama, for sxample,

working in Culs ror & Swgar company,
9 in asacclation with Cuban Commantots
Sen Mertinez Villem and Jusn Marinello,

(oiombian Communist Party (FCC) has existed since the cars,
1550's when Oustave Machado, then in o 1n Bogoia, bec
anh heriorary member of the PCC, _The continued existence of

visit Carscas as its guest.

But perhaps the inter-relationships of various farties is
best shown by the Fortuny affair. In early June 1958, shortly
alter the arrival mmwwammMammm,
it was laarned thet Qustesalan Commniets Jose Manuel Por buny ,
Bernardo Alvarsde Monson and his wife, Irea Chavez de Alvarado,
wore preparing 1o lsave the US2R for Vememuels, Portuny at
least left the Zoviet Union although he 414 not resoh Venezueia,

hesording to what he told Braziliae police later, Fortusy
traveled from Moscow to Ric 4a Janwire, On 7 Aagust be went to
Montevideo in mecordsace with instructions from Mexice, relayed
through Maric Floreni, an Italian Communist, that he g5 to the
Uruguayss cagital te contaat POV leader Edwards Gallegos Mancera.
Sallsgos gave him a letter of recommandatlion to an officlal of
the Venezuslan B 8y in Rio, a8 well as instructions to com-
tact Jorge Amado, s Stalin Frize winper, who would hel; his

5
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Juring his stay in Brazil, On 31 August Fortuny returned to
Rio where he was arrested on 3 October for Baving ralse papers.

Daring questloning by Brezilian pollice, Portwry sdmitted
his contacts with Amado and sald that they resulted from advice
given hin fGallagos and Juan Bernarde Arismengi {also &
Venezuelen Commmist). In Fortuny's notebsok were found the
names and addresses of Gallegus and of Oswalds Trejo, First
Secretary of the Venozuelsrn Imbassy in Rio and presusably the
addresses of Gallsgos' lettsr of recommendstion,

The Portuny incident i{ilustrates but ene facet of the close
relations tetween Guatemalan and Venezuelan Communists. Just as
Venesuelan Reds went im la mmbers to Mexice City when the
FCV was outlawed, se too did Ouatemalsn Reds when the victory of
the Castlillo Arwas movemenil topyled the Arbenz regime, Viator
Manusl Gutierrsz, the Bed Quatemalan labor leader, for sxample,
sstadlishad intimate relations with the Machado brothers and
other leading FOV figures.

Thess relations heve continued alnge the MV re-tmerged on
the Venszuslsn political scene, azs the Fortwy incident illus-
trates. The PCV alse arvanged for Carecas' Ceniral Wniversity
to offer a prefessorship to Juan Jose Arevale, the former Guate-
malan president, who sot the ztags for the avowedly pro-~Communist
Avvenz regime and who serves as an inepirstion for z1ll Istin
& cumunists even though he has never joined a Comsunist
Party. At the present time Arevalo has still not entered Vens-
zuels but is sxpeoted someatarily to do so, :

The labor wovement has zlweys been & consteat source of
sontact Letwean Venesuelan Commmists and intemational Compmune~
fom. The Latin American trade unianlsts who were in Woscow in
1927 in commection with the amiversary of the Dolshevik Reve-
ution, met and approved preliminary plans for satabilahing the
first bemlspheric labor organisstion. The meeting, which was
presided ower Ly Alaxander Iozovaky, then head of the Hed Imtere
natiomal of Laber Unioms (RIIN, or Profinterm), selected Ricerdc °
Martinez of Vepezuela as the resident latin Azmerican representa-
tive at RIIU‘'e Mobcow headquarters

@

. : te convolting & Latin Zmsericen labor cougreass was
addresssd "To the ¥orkers' Crganizatioms of latin Americs and
to the Proletarist in Seneral,

_ , , _ ¥ and wae issued Ly a second meet-
ing of latin imerican trade unicnists held in Moscow in Aprid

1928. Those present signed the manifesto az representetives of ,
Commplat-controlled labor organizations in Mezice, Cubs, Colomila,
Zcauador, Peru, Brazil, Uruguay, irgentins and Vemeswels (Union
Sorera ﬁ@wlwmwia;*

g
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™he conference met 1n Mmtevideo in 1928 attended
by Communist representatives from 15 coun aﬁ: Argenting,
Bolivis, Braxil, Colombia, Costa Wica, Mk, Bouader, Bl Salw
vador, mmsa, Mexico {Dewld A. Eicmeim, M Mm,
Sssuel Rodrigaesz Cerillin), Pmnama, Parsag
and Venszusla (Martinez, repressnting ;
cales Bevolucionariss). The result of m ma uas the
formal establishement of the Confederacion Simii%i Iatine
imeyicars {CSLA) as the hewmispheric alffiliate of RIIV. Martl-
nes served ap & meumber of C2LA's Secretariat or fSeperal Council
as well an C3LA's represaptative On RIIU's Executive Ccoemities,

The CILA was never very effsctive and It ceassd to exist
tn 1936, On & Septesmder 1338, s hemispheric labor conferencs
was corvilied &y Mexico's Vicente limbardo Teledano, which was
sttended by 57 delegates from 12 countries. Froo this confere
ence thers ; 1 & new Commmist front organization, Confede-
racion de Trabajfadores de smerica Iatina (CTAL), which is today
the hemispheric branch of the Noscow-controlled Horld Peders~
tion of Trads Unlons {WPFPU). The 1938 smeating elected Lombardo
Zecretary Ganeral of the nsw organization, a post he 2111l holds.

i 'fmmla the leading sfTillste has boen mw Paderation
Trabafsedores dal Mastrite Pederal g E&tam Mirenda (ProFem),
amﬁmﬁeﬁ hy the 3lsek {dissident) Commmnist GIOUL . meﬁ
Revolucisnaric del Prolstariado Ecmi&m -efBPe, Rodolfo
Aintere, long the lsading mewiber of PIDPEH, 1¢p i‘*ﬁ%ﬁ.ﬁﬁi mt
orgunization at CTAL confeprences in 1986, 15}#3 m 1553, At
the 4th Congress, held in Zantisgo, Chile in 1953; he was slscted
0 & Jeyear ters ¢ CTiAL's Central Committee., ‘wiznters also has
sttended YPIT meetings in 1951 {Sudapest), 1953 (Viennswalong
with Iuis Cisnc Cereso) and » 2nd has sarved & & pewber ol
the administrative sommictes of hm*s Trade Union mwmziml
s:r &3.1., Mi%l i Allled Vorkers, After the 1%1 songress in
soured Hungary a8 3 guest of the Hungar srade

; LPEN leader and head of 1ts largest afflliste, the
m&t&w‘ mim, Rafael Breccea, like .uintero, has bLeoen assosis-
ted with WPTU and CTAL., In March 1953 he attended the CTAL
Congress in Santiage, and In September 1955 he was pressnt at
the 2nd Intemational Conference of Pood and Tobscco Induatry
Workers, Botel, Cale and Restaurant Bmployecs, which was held
undey 770 ausplees at Sefla. In 1957 he waa 3 sember of the
¥FIU Ceneral Coumell, with Jose Rossrlo Dles servimg as Vens
zuelats deputy wember.

In 1957 Oscar T. Morchant, then president of PTDPEN, was
the Venezuslun dalegata to M*a 4th Congress, held in leipzig
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on &=14 Qctober, Before the Congress, Rodrige Bojas indrads,
& Chilean Commnist lsber leader, was delegatod by HFTO-CTAL
to visit Vensszuels wnd Colombia to arcuss interest in the
Lengress.,

Thae connectlons of Veneswelsn Coemmminism with the inter-

national Cossunist labor movemsnt are well illustyated Ly

the carcer ar Iam Paria, the presant POV & M@mwmi
and long its speciaiist on union affgm Puiris st g4 OFsL
songresges in 1942 {!!axiwa aii:;l 1 {Cali, Colembia), 1548
smza@ City}, ani 1950 (Montev it the latter meeting
27 Mereh-) April), Iembsrde asnounced that the CTAL had ape
sroved a plan for ereating regimi committesn; and the Carib-
bean Reglonal Comsittes, covering Cuba, Dominlcsn Republic,
Haivi and Veneszuels, was placed uinder the direction of FParis
tmzm with Lazoro Pens and Psustinc Calcenes, both prewinent
Caban 1 st teLE .,

At CPAL's 1357 Congress im Santisge, Faris, although
fined ¢ a Veneszuelan ail 2t the time, was slectad a mr
of the CTAL Executive ittee, HBe managed to send 2 message
t¢ the Congress, in whish hs expoundes 2 stroight Moscow line:
demanclistion of Yankes menstié &ﬁkl@xwmm of Venszuels
through Btandard 011 Compary and scodemnation of Awerice’s ware
mongaring policies.

‘ ioan Isperialiss.® Radio msm, P 3 Bnq 19#?,
beamed to Letin Mﬁ% gm-i of & Faria article mahﬁ "Horth
American Tsperialism in Venesuela,®™ apparently am adaptation of
his speech, which castigsted the yuling militery Junta as 2
mm;y of mw, Daring his astay in Mosoow, he ssnt bask to

B Fapuler, the PCV organ, & series of zrticles relating
: 5' wies of the Jewist Union and the enviable pesition of
m Mﬂ worker.

On his return trip Parls visited Sofia to aﬁgw the
funersl of G&m& Dimitrov, snd also participated in s m
meeting in where e wis named one of thres member
8 committes m others were frou the USSR and Pums
prepare m &iamm;a & ve; 77t oo the acoomplialme

throughout the world., Paria later becsme mtm Wﬂ.&an

the Trade Ohion Intemational of Chemical, O1) and

Mi?éﬂmu, whose organizstion was decided woon ot the Milan
mae

12
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In 1588 Pavia led a Gelegation of Venezuelsr Communists
{Theodoro GQuaman landsets, Mammel Taborda, Faximoe Gutierves,
Porfiric HMarval, and Antonis Garcias) to the Congress of Latin
American Petrolews Workers, held in Taspico, Mexico, on 2226
Septesber. The Congress named Paria & member of the Commiitee
for the Defsnse of latin American Petrolsus dorkers,

Daring his long Wri&mt Cyom W 1950 untll Jamusry
1958, PFaris served Internsticonel Communiss wsll a5 & symbol of
psartyrdom and a sublect for propagenda. The CTAL wes especially
active in this regard, and In 1354 mﬁm issuad orders to
a1l sfriliates that Decamber 1958 was o ba obsepved as “Cmisads
Lo m:a Jﬂm Ma month. The ildes reporte ammzeﬁ in
the headunsrteras of WPFTU's Trade UYolon Internationsl of Chemi.
aa:&, w. ansi Allied Workers. Radio Moscow dediasted varicus

programs to hia {(for sxmmple, on 5 July 19%5). In lste
2.%6 the WPTU Zxecutive Council, meeting in Sofis, approved &
resclution “to send messagec dessanding the relesse from Jail
of Faria™ to the Venerwelsn Government.

An m&m part of the International Compmunizt acvement
in svery copntry is the web of Tront organizatlions opeated hy
Boscow's orders. Sach constituspt organlzation is theoreti.
cglly independent put In veallity is completely contrelled by
the Kremlin and exists solely for carrying out Soviet orders,
whether thase be in the flald eof propagands, subversion or
ssplionsge, Venesuwels has not escaped this blight,

The first orgarisation in which Venszuclan Commsuniets
participated was the Anti-Imperialist lesgue, founded by the
inti-Iaperialist Congress, whilch met in Brusssis in Pebruary
1327 at the call of Willy Maenzenberg, the welle-inown Comine-
tern agent. The latin American zﬁaisgaha incliuded Qustavo
Mechado, as m’n as Julio Meils ( Victor Codovilla
{irgentina}, Budoslo Ravines {?anﬁ A Continentsal Com
mittee of m wam Was subsecuantly establilshed in NMexico
with Mells a8 1its leading {lgure and Hachado 38 3 mamber,

Following the Comintern's VIth Comgress in 1928, at which
& resolution preising the Sandine revolt in Nicarsgus was
sdopted, latin Americen Communists sasociated with the league
organized s *Hands OFf Nicsragua” Committes (Manos Puars de
F¥issrogua~--Mafusnic ), which undertook to raiss funds for Sane
%& The $1,000 that was reised wes sent to Sendino through

1
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4 currently Dunctioning front organization is the Comite
Venszolano For la Paz y ls Democracia, an affiliaste of the
¥orid Peasce Coumcll, founded on 17 November 1548 by Gemersul
Joss Ralael Gabaldon, Maric Bricsnc Iragorry, Jose intonic
Marturst, Inclla Falacies, Rafael Angarita Arevele, and Iuis
Villelba Villalke, Other prominest members ars Miguel Otero
831ve, Iuis Estedan Rey, Vicents and Jose Sartasi, Antonic
Marquez Salas, Carlos Irezabal, Isidoro Valles, Eduard _
go8 Mancars, Jose Maris Sanchez Mijares (its Mwug‘mm),
Gabriel Brache, and Dr. J. P, Reyes Basna., Moat of persons
mentioned &lsc are prominent PCV membters, zithough 2 few are
only fellow travelers,

The Comite, like its counterparts in other countrises,
functiens primarily as an cutlet for Soviet propagands, The
Comite, howover, also serves as an arm of the Zoviet intelli-
gence organization, collecting such informetion s 48 reguested
by Moscow O supjplement that ¢ollected by the FCY. Decause
this aspect of the Comite's activities is & clossly guarded
sscret, it is not knmown whether the information zollected ia
charnsled to Moscow through the Paris headquartars of the Pro-
Peace Movement or through the Mexlcan Committee.

Another current front Is the Venezuelan Associstion of
Pemocratic Lewyers, organized in Carascas on 1 September 1049
as an afriliste of the Internutionsl Association of Demooratic
Lawyers (IADL)., Its membars coaprise s handful of lawyers, most
of thez members of FCV. Its president, Prefessor Octavie
Andrade Delgado, and one of its other officers, Pedro Barriss
Guiman, &218¢ are members of the PCV's Hationsl labor Commisaion
for the Federal Distries.

The front over which Soviet control was most evident
however, was the Institute Cultural Venezolano-Sovigético zlﬁﬁ),
which wis organized on 24 April 1946 and came to an end on 1%
June 1952 when It was closed Ly police & few hours after Vone
surla broke off diplomatic relstions with the Soviet Union.
uring ite existence, ICVS functionsd both as an intelligence
eollection agency 1 58 z shammesl for the distribution of
Commanist propaganda. Its Holetin de Informacibn, for example,
was putlished under the supervislion and at the expense of the
Soviel Embassy. The Institute slsc distributed Oyltura
Sovistica, published by the Instituts ds Imtercambio tul

cano-fuse in Mexico City,

_ Horcughout its lifetime, the Institute’s leading Tiguwre
and director was Carlos iugusto leon Arocha, who was them and
is today 3 prominent member of the PCV. lson was paid for his
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services Ly the Soviet Hmbasay and acted as go-bebtwsen and
front man in satters conserning ICVS fer lev Xrylov, Boviet
sultural sttache ir Carscas until 1948,

ieen has traveled abroad boih a3 & POV agent &d &8 a
reprosentative of other front growps. In 1952 he visited
Pragus snd contimued on to Moscow to attend the Worid Zeenomic
ma:ggmaa {April 1952) as a3 delegate of the Venszuslsn Pro-
Pesce movement. In 1953 he attended bdoth Stalin's funersl and
the 5d ¥orld Youth Congress in Bucharest, 25«30 July. During
this trip dbehind the Iron Curtain he saintained contsct with
the West through Jonas Millen Boadas, who slso attended the
youth congress. In Noscow leon met with CPSU cultwral offici-
a2is and slse persons in charge of Coammmist agitation in the
Americas, to whom he explained the serious financial 2nd tasti-
cal problemn then lacing the PCY.

& second prominent sember of ICYVS was Qsbriel Oscar Brache
¥ontisl, who served as its last president. He is 2 well-inown
peinter, humorist, sditor-publisher and odoptologist from the
State of Zulla., A msember of the FCV, he was als0 & founding
member of the Pro-Peace Committee, which he represented at the
Continentel Culturel Congreas in Santisgo, Chile, 27 spril 1953,

This disoussion, which has touched on only some sspects of
the preblem, nevertheless indicates the sxtent of the roots put
down in Vemexusla by the intermational Commmnist mowement. In
the face of these revelations the current POV claim that it is
sirictly national is charscter is unacceptabls, It is to be
ggaw gaﬁ the people of Veneszusla will not permit themselves
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